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First this:before the
rust com-

pletely engulfs our old bikes, we
have a little catching up to do. Last
year circumstances prevented us
from including coverage of our 2007
Cast Iron Ride, so we’re plugging it
now, sort of a preview to our 2009
ride (see Resource box for date).
What happened to the 2008 ride? In
a word, rain. So it’s actually a good
thing we didn’t run the ’07 pictures
last year because we really don’t
have much to show from the ’08
ride now, thanks to the poor weath-
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IronWorks Cast Iron Ride 
One forgotten, one rained out, but the next one scheduled

People’s Choice winner 
Steve Hall and his 1938 ULH.

Tonya from Aurora Cycle rode her Servi-car, but issued no tickets.

continued



2008 Cast Iron Ride—rain, rain, go away!

Despite rain, Aurora Cycle took their Pan-
head-powered Police rig. 

The rain day allowed us to spend some
time in the museum.

Despite storm clouds, many riders showed
up for Cast Iron Ride 2008.

Steve Bonk’s ’36 bobber was a hit with the Ironworkers.

It looks stock but that faucet handle says “not!”

H-D’s MT500 was used by the Brits in the Gulf War, Round One. Harley produced this dual-pur-
pose bike for many years at the York plant.

We hand out door prizes at the ride’s end.

Pat Adamek of Kinetic Engines crafted the
People’s Choice trophy.

Julie, Earl Reichman’s better 2⁄3rds, enjoys the ride.



er. By the end of that day our
motto—In Rust We Trust—took on
true meaning.

But the ’07 Ride was great. Earl
Reichman and his gang of road
agents plotted a route that took our
100-plus bikes to the back door of
the Illinois Rail Road Museum. If
you like trains and big machinery
this is a great place to ponder how
things work. 

Just as it’s important for trains to
be on time, Earl had his own sched-
ule to keep. He yelled “all aboard,”
and we made tracks for another in-
teresting stop, Jeff Finn’s Vintage
Spoke Museum in Rockford, Illinois.
After checking out the vintage iron
Jeff and his friends served up a nice
afternoon snack of brats, burgers
and beverages while we handed out
door prizes. Finally, we announced
our annual People’s Choice award,
which went to Steve Hall’s (aka Dri-
veway) 1938 ULH 80” flathead.

The 2008 ride was to begin at The
Vintage Spoke Museum, but exces-
sive rain put a stop to it. Even so we
wolfed down the box load of break-
fast burgers and gallons of coffee
Jeff offered, and we pretty much
made a non-ride party of the occa-
sion. We were also fortunate to have
Jean Davidson attend to autograph
copies of her books (Growing Up
Harley-Davidson and Jean Davidson’s
Harley-Davidson Family Album, plus

a variety of children’s Harley-David-
son books; visit www.jeandavid-
son.com). Jean is a granddaughter of
H-D founder Walter Davidson and
she’s a pre-Evo fan. The older bikes,
she says, strike a chord in her mem-
ory about the days when she and
her husband owned an H-D dealer-
ship near Milwaukee.

Jean Davidson also is an avid sup-
porter of Yell and Tell (www.
yellandtell.com), a program that
teaches toddlers and young children
to yell when something bad hap-
pens, and to tell the nearest adult to
come and help. Her involvement
stems from an unfortunate incident
in which her grandson drowned as
his young friend stood silent, too
terrified to react properly. 

This brings us to the 2009 Cast
Iron Ride. We’ll toss a few grains of
salt over our shoulders as we an-
nounce that this year’s ride will
again form up at the Vintage Spoke
Museum in Rockford. We’ll gather
Sunday, September 13, at 10 a.m. The
plan is to make a few social stops,
then terminate at a place yet to be de-
cided, but close to Chicago. Regard-
less, the Cast Iron Ride is as much a
social event as a ride, and we main-
tain a relaxing pace as we make our
way past cornfields and Illinois’
scenic backcountry. Rain or shine, if
you attend you’ll find that it’s a good
day to bring out the old iron.
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Plan B: 2009
Cast Iron Ride

If you’re really feeling adven-
turous with your old bike, you
can join some of us who in-

tend to ride to the river town of
Savanna, Illinois, on Friday after-
noon before the official Cast Iron
Ride for a visit to the Iron Horse
Social Club (see IW Overnighter,
May/June 2009). We’ll stay at the
biker-friendly L&M Motel
(www.l-mmotel.com). Saturday
we’ll ride north to New Diggins,
Wisconsin, to dine at the New
Diggins General Store (and Blues
Bar; www.newdiggs.com) before
heading east to Rockford and the
Vintage Spoke Museum for our
mid-morning rendezvous on Sun-
day. For more details check Sam
Kanish’s blog at www.IWBlog-
ger.com as the date draws near.
—Eddie “Social Butterfly” Larson
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Resources
2009 IronWorks Cast Iron Ride
September 13, 2009, 10 a.m.
Vintage Spoke Museum
Rockford, Illinois
815-877-2453
www.castironride.com

Aurora Cycles
Aurora, IL 60506-6009
(630) 892-6016

You can view You Tube postings of
past Cast Iron Rides:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=Q28e7kQLlqQ&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=onJ7Udlwvwc

The ride is also a social event for meeting old friends and making new ones.


